Hickory Flat Highway
Gateway Concept Plan

Downtown Development Authority
July 17th, 2025



Table of Contents

1| Plan Overview

2 | Existing Conditions

3 | Roadway Concept

4 | Development and Design

Guidance
5 | Site Vision




Plan Overview R

The Hickory Flat Highway Gateway Concept
Plan (HFHGCP) reviews the development and
mobility potential for the Hickory Flat Highway
corridor and presents recommendations for:

Transportation improvements to aid
in the movement of people using
all modes through the corridor

Placemaking elements to welcome
people into the city, the Sunnyside
neighborhood, and Downtown
Canton

™ !dentification of redevelopment
il opportunities along the corridor,
especially the DDA Site.




Past Planning Efforts

HFHGCP builds on the past planning efforts of the
city, specifically the Downtown Master Plan,
Sunnyside Neighborhood Improvements and the
Transportation Master Plan.
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Existing Conditions

Challenges

* Wide traveling lanes

* Missing and abruptly ending
sidewalks

» Lack of dedicated bike infrastructure
* Flood hazard zone

« Significant elevation difference from
the downtown

Opportunities

* Proximity to proposed trails,
downtown and the Etowah River

» Public desire for bike/ped
connectivity and potential for multi-

use trails

Sidewalks & Trails

Legena

Flood Hazard Area



Challenges

Character Areas

« Vacant and/or underdeveloped parcels

* Mostly zoned for commercial use; this

does not support mixed-use “\
development along important arteries \‘

» Lack of wayfinding markers connecting
to downtown
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» Opportunity for infill redevelopment
that aligns with neighborhood
character




oadway Concept
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1. Three roundabouts, one at each of Traffic Features

these three locations:

* The intersection of Marietta Road and
Hickory Flat Highway;

* The intersection of Marietta Road and
Dr. John T Pettit Street;

* The intersection of Marietta Road and
Railroad Street;

Pedestrian/Bicyclist Features

2. Realign and widen the existing portion
of Marietta Road between the two
roundabouts to improve traffic movement
and safety;

3. Extend Goss Street to reach the new
Marietta Road realignment;

4. Add sidewalks and a shared-use path
along the corridor; and

5. Improve traffic flow at Marietta Street
and Railroad Street.




Development and Design Guidance

Development Policy Alternatives

Transportation improvements to Public space that leans into the
connect to Downtown. existing environmental terrain.

Multi-use trails that connect
residents and visitors with nature.

Redevelopment patterns that allow
for creative new uses.

Retail and commercial uses that
preserve the character and charm of
the community.

Public art that highlights local artists
and connects the Sunnyside
community.

Anti-displacement strategies to
create economic opportunities for
existing residents.

Activation events to activate public
space.




Design Palette

-

Factors considered:

Inviting and safe pedestrian
walkways with buffer from
roadway.

Creative crosswalk designs that
contribute to traffic calming.

Unique bicycle parking that are
both functional and artistic.

Bright lighting for roadway users
and pedestrians to ensure safety.

Vibrant streetside vegetation compliant
with city’s plant guidelines.

Modern and comfortable public seating
options.

Trash receptacles that integrate
seamlessly in public spaces.

Multi-use building facades with natural
and industrial elements.




Design Palette

Building Facade Vegetation Sidewalks Lighting




Case Studies

This plan is also informed by projects, plans, and studies comparable to the HFHGCP study area.

_ _ Grandview Heights Andrews/Oakland North Branch
Indian Trail LCI Goodale West Area Plan Corridors Framework
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Site Vision

The concepts for redevelopment and placemaking build

upon the roadway concept for the corridor. These concepts
feature new residential and retail buildings, improved

circulation, third spaces, and opportunities for building

community identity.
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Redevelopment Public Spaces




Wayfinding Circulation
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Hickory Flat
Highway

-

* New residential buildings
(townhouses) along HFH

» Pedestrian-scale
streetlights to make the
neighborhood safer; and
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« Connections to existing
and planned trails and
other recreational spaces
through the shared-use
path along Hickory Flat
Highway.
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DDA Site

. Mid-rise residential building
with first floor for retail and
parking use

2. Buildings for retail use;

3. Roundabout driveway for

traffic calming;

4. Pedestrian scramble crossing;
5. Open green spaces for public
gathering and outdoor retall

opportunities; and

. Connections to TMP projects.




Questions?
Concerns?
Comments?
Aspirations?




Contact Information
§

City of Canton Modern Mobility Partners
Bethany Watson, PE, AICP Kirsten Mote, AICP

City Engineer kmote@modernmobilitypartners.com
Bethany.watson@cantonga.gov (404) 694.2680

(770) 704.1521
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